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OHS Resources to Share 
 

September – December 2017 
 
 
Useful Electronic Newsletters 
Major Articles and Reports 
Cal/OSHA Enforcement Issues 
Trump Administration 
Injuries, Illnesses and Workers Comp 
Fed OSHA News and Resources 
OHS Profession 
OHS Research Reports 
Global Supply Chain Issues 
 
 
Useful Electronic Newsletters 
 

“Confined Space; A newsletter of workplace safety and labor issues,” Jordan Barab:   
http://jordanbarab.com/confinedspace/  
 
Economic Policy Institute – “Perkins Project in Workers’ Rights and Wages Policy 
Watch”  
http://www.epi.org/research/perkins-project/  
 
The Pump Handle:  http://scienceblogs.com/thepumphandle/  

 
NIOSH publications: 

“eNews”:  http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/enews/default.html  
“Research Rounds”: http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/research-rounds/  
“Science Blog”:  https://blogs.cdc.gov/niosh-science-blog/  

 
Federal OSHA, “Quick Takes”:  
https://www.osha.gov/as/opa/quicktakes/subscribe.html  
 
Canadian Centre for Occupational Health and Safety, “Health and Safety Report”: 
http://ccohs.ca/newsletters/  
 
European Union OSHA “OSHmail”:   
https://osha.europa.eu/en/oshmail-newsletter  
 
CPWR – Center for Construction Research and Training, “CPWR Update”: 
http://www.cpwr.com/publications/cpwr-updates  
 
NYCOSH “Newsline” newsletter: http://nycosh.org  
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“Workers Comp Zone” newsletter by Julius Young at Boxer Law:  
http://www.workerscompzone.com  
 
UK Publications: 

Trade Union Congress “Risks” health and safety newsletter: 
https://www.tuc.org.uk/workplace-issues/health-and-safety/risks-newsletter  

“Hazards” magazine:  http://www.hazards.org/index.htm  
Work Cancer Hazards blog:  http://www.cancerhazards.org  

 
 
Major Articles and Reports 
 
“Occupational safety, health are basic rights [report on World Congress of Safety and 
Health at Work],” Xin Yu, The Strait Times (Singapore), August 28, 2017: 
http://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/manpower/occupational-safety-health-are-basic-
rights  
	
“Trump rushes to gut regulations at the expense of worker safety,” Mark Hand, Think 
Progress, September 28, 2017: 
https://thinkprogress.org/trump-gutting-worker-safety-4033a7673167/  
 
“A lawyer’s weapon against farm worker complaints: Deportation,” Ted Rohrlich, 
FairWarning, October 3, 2017: 
https://www.fairwarning.org/2017/10/raimondo/  
 
“Who will protect recovery workers after the 2017 hurricanes?” Elizabeth Fussell, The 
Advocate (Baton Rouge), October 9, 2017: 
http://www.theadvocate.com/baton rouge/opinion/article 49a23aa2-ad14-11e7-b208-
cf6a37a4fc78.html  
 
“Global; pollution kills 9m a year and threatens ‘survival of human societies,’” Damian 
Carrington, The Guardian (UK), October 20, 2017: 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/oct/19/global-pollution-kills-millions-
threatens-survival-human-societies  
 
“Crimes Against Workers Database,” database of state criminal cases and grassroots 
campaigns against specific employers in California and 10 other states, Center for 
Progressive Reform, November 2017: 
http://progressivereform.org/State OSH Prosecutions.cfm  
 
“After the Storm: Houston’s day labor markets in the aftermath of Hurricane Harvey,” 
Nik Theodore, University of Illinois at Chicago, November 2017: 
https://greatcities.uic.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/After-the-
Storm Theodore 2017.pdf  
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“Scott Mugno: What can we expect after his hearing?” Jordan Barab, Confined Space, 
December 7, 2017: 
http://jordanbarab.com/confinedspace/2017/12/07/osha-mugno-what-expect/  
 
 
Cal/OSHA Enforcement Issues 
 
“How Trump’s immigration crackdown threatens ‘Made in America’ dairy industry 
miracle,” Susan Ferriss, Center for Public Integrity, September 16, 2017: 
https://www.publicintegrity.org/2017/09/16/21179/how-trump-s-immigration-
crackdown-threatens-made-america-dairy-industry-miracle  
 
“Deaths of farmworkers in cow manure ponds put oversight of dairy farms into 
question,” Tim Craig, Washington Post, September 24, 2017: 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/deaths-of-farmworkers-in-cow-manure-ponds-
put-oversight-of-dairy-farms-into-question/2017/09/24/da4f1bae-8813-11e7-961d-
2f373b3977ee_story.html?utm_term=.9539a2254bde  
 
“CSB: Fatal Philippi explosions occurred while tanks being drained,” Ken Ward Jr., 
Charleston Gazette-Mail, September 22, 2017: 
http://www.wvgazettemail.com/news/20170922/csb-fatal-philippi-explosions-occurred-
while-tanks-being-drained  
 
“The next hot Millennial trend: Never-ending labor in dystopian warehouses; The death 
of retail, workers’ rights and pension plans have sent migrant seniors into the arms of 
Amazon. What does this mean for a generation saddled with debt?” Allie Conti, 
Vice.com, September 27, 2017: 
https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/59dy75/the-next-hot-millennial-trend-never-ending-
labor-in-dystopian-warehouses  
 
“Major victory for California whistleblowers,” Worksafe, October 6, 2017: 
http://www.worksafe.org/2017/10/major-victory-for-california-whistleblowers.html  
 
“Prevent lead exposure at work,” Occupational Health Branch, California Dept of Public 
Health, October 17, 2017: 
http://mailchi.mp/cdph/lead-prevention-2017?e=9f2b895694  
 
“Coalition protesting increased poultry-production line speeds meets with USDA,” Safety 
+ Health magazine, October 18, 2017: 
http://www.safetyandhealthmagazine.com/articles/print/16280-coalition-protesting-
increased-poultry-production-line-speeds-meets-with-usda  
 
“Mass firings at Tesla raise labor questions,” David Dayen, Capital & Main, October 18, 
2017: 
https://capitalandmain.com/mass-firings-at-tesla-raise-questions-1018  
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“Auto union files complaint against Tesla,” David Dayen. Capital & Main, October 26, 
2017: 
https://capitalandmain.com/auto-union-files-complaint-against-tesla-1026  
 
“When a slap on the wrist kills: Activists push changes in workplace deaths,” Robb 
Mandelbaum, Forbes magazine, October 31, 2017: 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/robbmandelbaum/2017/10/31/when-a-slap-on-the-wrist-
kills-activists-push-charges-in-workplace-deaths/#2009c2d1ae10  
 
“Study finds elevated levels of dangerous chemicals in Porter Ranch residents,” Larry 
Buhl. Capital & Main, October 31, 2017: 
https://capitalandmain.com/study-finds-elevated-levels-of-dangerous-chemicals-in-
porter-ranch-residents-1031  
 
“New website offers more content,” Occupational Health Branch, California Department 
of Public Health, November 2017: 
http://mailchi.mp/cdph/new-ohb-website?e=9f2b895694  
 
“The ABCs of wildfire residue contamination testing; Post-fire assessments of the indoor 
environment,” Alicia Delia and Daniel Baxter, The Synergist, November 2017:  
http://synergist.aiha.org/201711-wildfire-residue-contamination-testing  
 
“Judging Janus: Will California’s unions survive?” Dean Kuipers, Capital & Main, 
November 14, 2017: 
https://capitalandmain.com/judging-janus-will-californias-unions-survive-1114  
 
“Lead paint makers lose another round in long-running, $1.1 billion California lawsuit,” 
Jon Bilyk, Forbes, November 14, 2017: 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/legalnewsline/2017/11/14/lead-paint-makers-lose-another-
round-in-long-running-1-1-billion-california-lawsuit/#788351133b39  
 
“California’s famed cancer warnings imperiled by Federal push,” Lauren Coleman-
Lochner, Bloomberg News, November 15, 2017: 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-11-15/california-s-famed-cancer-
warnings-threatened-by-federal-push  
 
“A win for Johnson & Johnson in baby powder-mesothelioma case,” Myron Levin, 
FairWarning, November 16, 2017: 
https://www.fairwarning.org/2017/11/victory-johnson-johnson-baby-powder-
mesothelioma-case/  
 
 “Judging Janus: What happens to California’s progressive legislation? California’s 1.4 
million-member public sector unions are the force – The Supreme Court could seriously 
diminish that force,” Gabriel Thompson, Capital & Main, November 17, 2017: 
https://capitalandmain.com/judging-janus-what-happens-to-californias-progressive-
legislation-1117  
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“As the gig economy grows, advocates raise concerns about workers; safety,” Samantha 
Raphelson, NPR, December 4, 2017: 
https://www.npr.org/2017/12/04/568377471/as-the-gig-economy-grows-advocates-raise-
concerns-about-workers-safety  
 
 
Trump Administration 
 
“Trump stacks Labor Department with friends of big business,” Justin Miller, The 
American Prospect, September 19, 2017: 
http://prospect.org/article/trump-stacks-labor-department-friends-big-
business#.WcHC1p9fX00.twitter  
 
“OSHA delays full silica enforcement for one month,” Jordan Barab, Confined Space, 
September 21, 2017: 
http://jordanbarab.com/confinedspace/2017/09/21/osha-delays-full-silica-enforcement-
one-month/  
 
“Our Federal science agencies are in mortal danger,” Andrew Rosenberg and Kathleen 
Rest, Scientific American, October 17, 2017: 
https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/observations/our-federal-science-agencies-are-in-
mortal-danger/  
 
“Coal miners frustrated as Trump Administration suspends health study,” Associated 
Press, published at STAT, November 11, 2017: 
https://www.statnews.com/2017/11/11/coal-miners-health/  
 
 “Trump Administration attempts to delay findings on pesticides; Is the pesticide industry 
running Trump’s EPA?” Alexandra Jacobo, Nation of Change, November 16, 2017: 
https://www.nationofchange.org/2017/11/16/trump-administration-attempts-delay-
findings-pesticides/  
 
 
Injuries, Illnesses and Workers Comp 
 
“CHSWC and the QME system [report on problems in California’s workers comp 
system],” Julius Young, WorkersCompZONE, October 18, 2017: 
http://www.workerscompzone.com/2017/10/18/chswc-and-the-qme-system/  
 
“Poor ergonomics costs enterprises billions in workers comp claims annually,” Mark 
Kaelin, Tech Republic, November 6, 2017: 
https://www.techrepublic.com/article/poor-ergonomics-is-costing-enterprises-billions-in-
workers-comp-claims-every-year/  
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Fed OSHA News and Resources 
 
“VPP and contract workers: Inspector General audit of programs calls for improvement,” 
Safety + Health magazine, September 20, 2017: 
http://www.safetyandhealthmagazine.com/articles/16197-vpp-and-contract-workers-
inspector-general-audit-of-program-calls-for-improvements  
 
“Union workers confront Arizona Industrial Commission over penalty reductions,” Emily 
Bregel, Arizona Daily Star, September 24, 2017: 
http://tucson.com/news/local/union-workers-confront-arizona-industrial-commission-
over-penalty-reductions/article_67c61559-3ede-5617-94d4-43b3b6a65003.html  
 
“OSHA: No big initiatives forthcoming until permanent assistant secretary in place,” 
Safety + Health magazine, September 26, 2017: 
http://www.safetyandhealthmagazine.com/articles/16222-osha-no-big-initiatives-
forthcoming-until-permanent-assistant-secretary-in-place  
 
“U.S. Department of Labor awards $10.5 million in training grants to 80 nonprofit 
organizations in workplace safety and health,” Federal OSHA, September 26, 2017: 
https://www.osha.gov/news/newsreleases/national/09262017  
 
“When VPP companies kill,’ Jordan Barab, Confined Space, October 20, 2017: 
http://jordanbarab.com/confinedspace/2017/10/20/vpp-companies-kill/  
 
“Deadly dust at issue in confirmation hearing,” David Michaels and Gregory Wagner, 
Charlestown Gazette-Mail, October 25, 2017: 
https://www.wvgazettemail.com/opinion/gazette_opinion/op_ed_commentaries/david-
michaels-gregory-wagner-deadly-dust-at-issue-in-confirmation/article 43e36854-2d54-
5062-94fc-95527ffc3110.html  
 
“Acosta testifies and he’s not terrible,” Jordan Barab, Confined Space, November 20, 
2017: 
http://jordanbarab.com/confinedspace/2017/11/20/acosta-testifies-not-terrible/  
 
“FedEx Fatalities: Mugno has some explaining to do,” Jordan Barab, Confined Space, 
November 28, 2017: 
http://jordanbarab.com/confinedspace/2017/11/28/fedex-fatalities-mugno-explaining/  
 
 
OHS Profession 
 
“The Occupational Health and Safety Professional Capability Framework; A global 
framework for practice,” INSHPO – International Network of Safety and Health 
Practitioner Organizations, September 2017: 
http://www.inshpo.org/docs/INSHPO2017CapabilityFrameworkFinal.pdf  
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“Singapore Accord on the Standards of OHS Professionals,” September 3, 2017: 
http://singaporeaccord.org/web/the-singapore-accord/singapore-accord/58-singapore-
accord-v2j  
 
 “Harvard Study: Companies not reporting ‘human capital’ metrics like occupational 
safety,” Sandy Smith, EHS Today, October 24, 2017: 
www.ehstoday.com/safety-leadership/harvard-study-companies-not-reporting-human-
capital-metrics-occupational-safety  
 
“CIHC Connection.” Newsletter of the California Industrial Hygiene Council, October 
31, 2017: 
https://cihconline.com/images/documents/newsletter/october-2017-nws-vol-6-iss-3.pdf  
 
“Pole to Pole: Workplace Health Without Borders,” The Synergist, November 8, 2017: 
http://synergist.aiha.org/201710-pole-to-pole-whwb  
 
“Editors claim censorship at a public health journal,” Jef Akst, The Scientist, November 
21, 2017: 
https://www.the-scientist.com/?articles.view/articleNo/50999/title/Editors-Claim-
Censorship-at-a-Public-Health-Journal/  
 
“Editors resign in protest, publisher’s interference threatens public health,” Celeste 
Monforton, The Pump Handle, November 24, 2017: 
http://www.thepumphandle.org/2017/11/24/editors-resign-in-protest-publishers-
interference-threatens-public-health/#.WhtAzLaZNjR  
 
 
OHS Research Reports 
 
“New video on protecting oil and gas workers,” Occupational Health Branch, California 
Department of Public Health, September 19, 2017: 
http://mailchi.mp/cdph/tank-gauging-video?e=9f2b895694  
 
“How employers sow the seeds of workplace violence,” Stefanie Valentic, EHS Today, 
October 3, 2017: 
http://www.ehstoday.com/print/22230  
 
 “Swedish study confirms diesel engine exhaust emission in the workplace as a major 
cause of lung cancers,” ETUI News List, European trade union institute, October 11, 
2017: 
http://www.etui.org/Topics/Health-Safety-working-conditions/News-list/Swedish-study-
confirms-diesel-engine-exhaust-emissions-in-the-workplace-as-a-major-cause-of-lung-
cancers  
 



 8 

“Did Monsanto ignore evidence linking its weed killer to cancer? This could be the 
company’s ‘Big Tobacco’ moment,” Rene Ebersole, The National, October 12, 2017: 
https://www.thenation.com/article/did-monsanto-ignore-evidence-linking-its-weed-killer-
to-cancer/  
 
“NIOSH center top focus on ‘safe integration of robots’ in the workplace,” Safety + 
Health magazine, October 23, 2017: 
http://www.safetyandhealthmagazine.com/articles/print/16322-niosh-center-to-focus-on-
safe-integration-of-robots-in-the-workplace  
 
“New data review highlights the major role of working conditions in breast cancers,” 
European Trade Union Institute, October 31, 2017: 
http://www.etui.org/Topics/Health-Safety-working-conditions/News-list/New-data-
review-highlights-the-major-role-of-working-conditions-in-breast-cancers  
 
“Rural workers have higher exposures to COPD-causing pollutants; VGDF exposures 
higher even among non-farming rural workers,” Salynn Boyles, Medpage Today, 
November 4, 2017: 
https://www.medpagetoday.com/publichealthpolicy/environmentalhealth/69034  
 
“Occupational cancers in the European Union cost 270-610 billion Euros each year,” 
European Trade Union Institute, November 14, 2017: 
http://www.etui.org/Topics/Health-Safety-working-conditions/News-list/Occupational-
cancers-in-the-European-Union-cost-270-610-billion-each-year  
 
“Social health inequalities top the agenda at ETUI’s ‘Work and Cancer’ conference, 
November 20, 2017: 
http://www.etui.org/News/Social-health-inequalities-top-of-the-agenda-at-ETUI-s-Work-
and-Cancer-conference  
 
“Wood dust and work-related asthma,” Occupational Health Branch, California 
Department of Public Health, December 2017: 
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CCDPHP/DEODC/OHB/Pages/OHWDec2017.aspx  
 
 
Global Supply Chain Issues 
 
“Cambodia Garment Worker Diaries,” Fashion Revolution and three other NGOs, August 
31, 2017: 
http://www.articulate-story-demo.com.php7-32.phx1-
2.websitetestlink.com/story html5.html  
 
“Estimated 40 million people are victims of modern slavery; women and children most 
affected,” reports from the International Labor Organization and Walk Free Foundation, 
September 19, 2017: 
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http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS 574717/lang--
en/index.htm  
 
“A bloody decade of the iPhone,” Jack Linchuan Qiu, September 27, 2017: 
https://goodelectronics.org/bloody-decade-iphone/  
 
“World Day for Decent Work,” International Trade Union Confederation, September 29, 
2017: 
https://www.ituc-csi.org/world-day-for-decent-work-19133?lang=en  
 
“No more excuses: Responsible supply chains in a globalized world,” The Economist 
report, October 2017: 
http://growthcrossings.economist.com/report/no-more-excuses/  
 
“Sewing hope: How one factory challenges the apparel industry’s sweatshops,” Sarah 
Adler-Milstein and John Kline, University of California Press, October 2017: 
https://www.ucpress.edu/book.php?isbn=9780520292925  
 
“North Korean workers prep seafood going to US stores, restaurants,” Tim Sullivan, 
Hyung-Jin Kim and Martha Mendoza, Associated Press/South China Morning Post, 
October 5, 2017: 
http://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy-defence/article/2114123/north-korean-
workers-prep-seafood-china-goes-us-stores  
 
“Chinese factory supplying major laptop brands accused of student labour abuses,” Kate 
Hodal and Peter Bengtsen, The Guardian (UK), October 6, 2017: 
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2017/oct/06/laptop-firms-accused-of-
labour-abuses-against-chinese-students-sony-hp-acer  
 
“What will it take to free 40.3 million slaves?” Zachary Slobig, Skoll Foundation, 
October 16, 2017: 
http://skoll.org/2017/10/16/what-will-it-take-to-free-40-million-slaves/  
 
“The human cost of conflict palm oil revisited; How Pepsico, banks, and the Roundtable 
on Sustainable Palm Oil perpetuate Indofood’s worker exploitation,” International Labor 
Rights Forum and Rainforest Action Network, November 2017: 
https://laborrights.org/sites/default/files/publications/Human_Cost_Revisited_0.pdf  
 
“Corporate self-regulation is a global crisis,” Chris Albin-Lackey, Foreign Policy in 
Focus, November 8, 2017: 
http://fpif.org/corporate-self-regulation-global-crisis/  
 
“’Some kids are not orphans because of this’: How unions are keeping workers safe,” 
Steven Greenhouse, The Guardian (UK), November 8, 2017: 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/nov/08/unions-workers-safety-codes-of-
conduct-florida-bangladesh?CMP=Share iOSApp Other  
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“Samsung worker killed by brain tumor wins compensation case,” AP Technology 
Writer, printed in the Miami Herald, November 14, 2017: 
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/article184480358.html  
 
“Why the Accord will be here until 2021,” Ben Vanpeperstraete, Judy Gearhart, Lynda 
Yanz, and Scott Nova, The Daily Star (Dhaka), November 15, 2017: 
http://www.thedailystar.net/opinion/perspective/why-the-accord-will-be-here-until-2021-
1491145  
 
“Apple under fire over reports students worked illegal overtime to build iPhone X,” Alex 
Hern, The Guardian (UK), November 21, 2017 
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2017/nov/21/apple-students-illegal-overtime-
reports-iphone-x-foxconn-interns  
 
“Garment workers are waiting for an answer – will H&M deliver on its promise to pay a 
living wage in 2018?” Clean Clothes Campaign, November 24, 2017: 
https://cleanclothes.org/news/2017/11/25/garment-workers-are-waiting-for-an-answer-
2013-will-h-m-deliver-on-its-promise-to-pay-a-living-wage-in-2018?amp%3Bqid=84179  
 
“NAFTA’s ugly reality: US-Mexico wage gap is actually widening,” Bloomberg Industry 
Week, November 28, 2017: 
http://www.industryweek.com/print/414369  
 
 
 
Compiled by Garrett Brown 
December 7, 2017 
 
 


